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Next Monthly Club Meeting: 
Tuesday, January 10, 2011
Heather Farms Community Center 
301 North San Carlos Drive, Walnut Creek  
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. Guests are welcome!

Board Meeting: January 17th.
Sizzler Restaurant, 1353 Willow Pass Road, Concord 
Dinner: 6:30 p.m. — Meeting: 7:00 p.m.
Members are invited to attend.

2010 Member of the Year: Kirby Elvin

The monthy newsletter for the 
members and friends of the 
Diablo Valley Fly Fishermen 

Since 1969

January 2012

The Lower Sac without a Bobber
The Lower Sacramento 

River from Redding to Red 
Bluff is one of California’s 
best year-round trout fish-
eries. The river has good 
wading access during fall, 
winter and spring and can 
be floated in a drift boat 
or pontoon boat year-
round. The predominant 
fly fishing technique used 
by guides and recreational anglers is indicator 
nymphing, typically with a large Thingamabobber, 
a long leader, lots of weight, and 2 or 3 nymphs. 
While very productive, this heavy-duty nymphing 
rig limits anglers to fishing the deeper parts of the 
river, typically long runs that are 4 to 8 feet deep. 

In Andrew’s presentation he discusses methods 
for fishing the water types that the bobber fisher-
men pass by. These water types include riffles 
and runs that are less than 4 feet deep, plunge 
pools, drop offs, rocky banks, and glassy tail-outs. 
Andrew describes various techniques, including 
dry fly, dry/dropper, nymphing without an indica-
tor, swinging flies on floating and sinking lines, 
and fishing light spey rods. His presentation also 
includes walk/wade access points on the river.

Andrew hopes this presentation will give 
anglers the knowledge and the confidence to try 
fishing the Lower Sac just like they would any 
other river - with more than one technique.

Andrew has been guiding in northern California 
since 1997. He guides the Lower Sac, Trinity, Fall 
River, Pit River, Hat Creek, McCloud, Upper Sac, 
Lewiston Lake and Battle Creek. 

Tania Pares with her first ever fly caught fish, a nice 3-1/2 
pound Delta Striper landed on Willy George’s boat as a 
result of Dave and Tania’s winning bid at the April DVFF 
Auction.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
With the Christmas and New Year’s holidays 
now history – and I hope all good history 
– it’s time to reflect a little on all the bless-

ings we all enjoy, and set sail for an even better 2012, 
especially for DVFF and your flyfishing endeavors. 
My reflection is centered on the very special privilege 
I have enjoyed for the past couple of years in being 
able to lead one of the best flyfishing clubs in the 
USA. What amazes me is the standard for excellence 
that DVFF (that’s all of you) sets for itself continues to 
grow. Every area just gets better. I recently overheard 
a gentleman at checkout in a well-respected grocery 
chain remark to the manager, “You run a very good 
operation here.” The manager’s immediate reply was, 
“It’s not me, it’s all the great people who work here.” 
That’s precisely my sentiments – DVFF has a whole 
bunch of great people who “volunteer” to work here.

The list of individuals for me to thank is too 
long to enumerate, but if you look immedi-
ately to your left, you’ll see the prime players. 

That includes what surely must be the best Board of 
Directors ever for a non-profit fun club. Next we have 
the leaders of Programs, Classes and Events, as well as 
the folks who act as Reps for the club and those who 
produce Windknots. And there are hoards of other 
folks who step up to help for major happenings like 
the Crab Feed, Auction, Barbecue, Golden Trout, etc. 
plus add all those fishmasters and their teams. To all 
of you and to everyone in the club, I would like to 
just say thanks. 

Now, some upcoming club and club-affiliated 
events that are all worth attending:

•	 �The DVFF Annual Crab Feed and Installation 
Dinner will be held on January 21 and it is already 
a sellout! More details are provided in this Wind-
knots. 

•	 �It just so happens that the annual International 
Sportsmen’s Expo is being held Jan 19-22 again in 
Sacramento. So you can catch the show, then come 
eat some crab.

•	 �Remember our Annual Auction will be held on 
April 14, 2012 this year. That means it’s time for all 
those fly tiers to spring into action and tie a few 
extra flies as you prepare for the 2012 season.

•	 �The new 2012 DVFF Outings list is contained in this 
Windknots, and as promised, the number of outings 
has increased by over 50 percent.

DIABLO VALLEY FLY FISHERMEN OFFICERS:
President 	 David Lipscomb	 925-283-8865
President Elect	 Craig McMullen	 925-376-1795
Secretary	 Pat Konoske	 707-748-0214
Treasurer	 Wayne Hofer	 925-937-0739

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2010:
Jan Horn	 2010-2011	 510-207-5868
Bill King	 2010-2011	 925-837-8799
John Edwards	 2011-2012	 925-944-1762
Jim Shively	 2011-2012	 925-962-0562
Rob Simpson	 2011-2012	 925-736-3953
Tom Seidman	 2010-2011	 925-256-8818
Ted Shapas 	 2010-2011	 925-330-1950
Bill Vierra	 2011-2012	 925-932-2096

PROGRAMS:
Membership	 John Edwards	 925-944-1762
Outings	 Tom Seidman	 925-256-8818
Youth Program	 Alan Christian	 925-820-7288
Golden Trout	 Steve Hess	 925-691-5617
DVD Rental	 Tom Cundith	 925-932-0905
	 John Hernikl	 925-930-0635
	 Bernard Ringer	 925-457-9082
	 Carlos Bocanegra	 925-934-7652
	 Sev Marsted	 925-283-3099

CLASSES:
Casting	 Willy George	 925-943-2211
Fly Tying	 Dave McCants	 925-228-1329
Novice Seminar	 Willy George	 925-943-2211

EVENTS:
Programs	 Bill King	 925-837-8799
Crab Feed	 Charles Wright	 925-254-3001
Annual Auction	 Bill King 	 925-837-8799
BBQ Dinner	 Charles Wright	 925-254-3001
Refreshments	 Karen Kaiser	 925-682-9085
Merchandise	 Jay Carson	 925-939-9594
	 John Shaw	 925-938-7231
Raffle	 Bill Vierra	 925-932-2096
	 Satoshi Iwahashi	 925-937-7240
Badges	 John Edwards	 925-944-1762
Golden Trout Award	 Steve Hess	 925-691-5617
Proj Healing Waters	 Mike Johnson	 925-692-0150

REPRESENTATIVES:
NCC/FFF	 Gerry Ng	 925-829-4974
Conservation	 Ted Shapas	 925-820-7943
Trout in Class Room 	Gerry Ng	 925-829-4974

WINDKNOTS:
Editor 	 Ivan Lee	 925-680-0139
Co-Editor	 Bob McEwan	 925-376-8752
Circulation	 Stan Graham	 925-228-9517

CONTACT US ON THE WEB AT:
www.diablovalleyflyfish.org
Webmaster 	 Pat Konoske	 707-748-0214
DVFF is defined as a 501(c)(7) per IRS rules
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Keep Learning! 

David Lipscomb, 
DVFF President

Thanks to both old (not age) and new volun-
teers. Remember most outings have a limit on 
numbers of people, so sign-up as soon as you 

know you can firmly commit to going.

You all can take great pride in DVFF, what it does for 
flyfishing, conservation, schools, and veterans. 2012 
promises to be another great year. 

WELCOME NEW DVFF MEMBERS!
Gary Bard

Loretta Strickland

Pete Sandoval

James Beirn

Jerry Osborn

Natalie Glavinovich

Kathleen Thickett-
Smith

Pyramid Lake Outing 
March 26-29

This year’s outing will be Monday p.m. - Thursday 
a.m. (March 26 - 29). The “Nets” areas north and south 
of the Sutcliffe hatchery are no longer closed after 
March 15. Join us for some or all of this outing. (A 
weekend outing to Pyramid would also be welcome - 
a volunteer is needed to serve as fishmaster for this.)
This is a great opportunity to catch large cutthroats, 
practice casting a shooting head and socialize with 
other club members. Some of us will be staying at 
Crosby’s Lodge (775-476-0400) at Sutcliffe on the lake. 
Crosby’s fills up quickly. Other options are a motel in 
Sparks/Reno or camp on the lake shore (it can be <30 
F at night). Allow 45 minutes to drive to the lake from 
Sparks/Reno.

A tribal fishing permit is needed, which can be 
purchased on the way to the lake at the store on the 
southwest corner of Eagle Canyon Drive & route 445, 
about 7.5 miles North of I-80. Fishing permits and 
a some flies can also be bought at Crosby’s store in 
Sutcliffe. Fish barbless. No NV license needed.

Fish are taken by stripping wooly buggers or 
foam-backed beetles near the bottom or by floating a 
nymph 4 to 7 feet deep under an indicator. Gear: 6–8 
Wt rods with a fast sink shooting head or full sink line 
and a floating line for indicator fishing. A 6 ft. alumi-
num step ladder or 4-5 foot stepstool is needed. They 
are stable on the firm mud bottom. Tie a plastic jug 
to the ladder with 5 feet of cord in case it falls over 
when unattended. Float tubing is also good when the 
wind is down. Bring warm clothes, lunch and a lawn 
chair. Weather during the day can vary from freezing 
to the 60s. Nasty weather usually means good fishing 
but Donner Pass can be a problem - bring tire chains.

We will probably meet at the “nets” north or 
south of the Sutcliffe hatchery on most mornings. I 
will provide information on fly patterns and meeting 
places for those who sign up. The number of attend-
ees is not limited.

Larry Griffis, fishmaster, 925-947-4914
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ED MARCILLAC GUIDE SERVICE

FLY FISHING FOR STRIPERS & SHAD 

Licensed and Bonded	 (707) 422-5300
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2012 OUTINGS-TRIPS-SEMINARS
If you are interested in being a Fishmaster, please contact 
Tom Seidman at (925) 256-8818, (510) 774-0316 cell 
email: tsflyfish@gmail.com.
To participate in an Outing, one must be a DVFF member with signed Liability 
Waiver on file.

Date	 Trip (species)	 Fishmaster	

Feb/Mar	 Yuba River TR/ST	 Bob Meadowcoft (925) 631-0194

Mar 26-28	 Pyramid Lake TR	 Larry Griffis (925) 947-4914

March	 Stanislaus River TR	 Needs Fishmaster

April	 Lower Kings River TR 	 Bernard Ringer (925) 457-9082

April	 Kistler Ranch BA	 George Willis (925) 676-6690

April/May	 Steiner Lake BA 	 David Lipscomb (925) 283-8865 

May	 Baum Lake TR	 Dennis Gregg (510) 537-0311

May 	 Kelsey Bass Ranch	 Bill King (925) 837-8799

June 	 Shasta Lake TR	 Bill King (925) 837-8799

June	 McCloud River TR	 Marc Ericksen (415) 362-1214

June	 Conservation Outing	 Needs Fishmaster

June	 Fall River TR	 Needs Fishmaster

June	 Shasta Lake TR, BA 	 Alan Christian (925) 820-7288

June 24-27	 Feather River, Chester area/Lake Almanor TR  
	 (women only) 	 Chris Hicklin (510) 673-3260

July	 Manzanita Lake TR 	 John Edwards (925) 944-1762

July 	 Upper Sac Seminar TR	 John Barry (707) 246-6831 
		  Alan Christian (925) 820-7288

August	 Golden Trout TR 	 Phil Erickson (925) 837-0278

August	 Manzanita Lake TR	 Needs Fishmaster

Sept 	 Fall River TR 	 David Lipscomb (925) 283-8865 

September	 San Joaquin River TR 	 Kit Koller (925) 820-0567 

Sep	 East Slope Sierra TR*	 Pat Konoske (707) 334-6849

Sep 27-30	 Feather River, Chester area/Lake Almanor TR  
		  Chris Hicklin (510) 673-3260

October	 Putah Creek TR 	 Dave McCants (925) 673-5448

October	 Heenan Lake-Markleville 	 Dan Maher (925) 980-0833

October	 Delta BA 	 Needs Fishmaster

October 	 Stanislaus River TR 	 Bernard Ringer (925) 457-9082

Oct/Nov	 McCloud River TR 	 Marc Ericksen (415) 362-1214

 * Outing full; waiting list available.

TR = trout, ST = steelhead, BA = bass, TBD = to be determined

Space is limited on many outings. Please sign up only if you are reasonably 
certain that you will attend. If you discover later that you are not going to attend, 
scratch your name off the list or contact the outings chairman or fishmaster. 
This way, a maximum number of members can attend each outing.

Note: To be a Fishmaster does not require guiding. If you are organized, and 
know the area, you qualify. This also qualifies towards your Golden Trout Pin. 
Please give Tom Seidman a ring to discuss.

Awesome Steelhead on the Trinity!
Above: Rob Simpson shows off what he calls “...a nice 8 
pounder. Great fight!” Below: Bill King hangs onto one 
caught on a Copper John, and said he caught another on a 
Prince Nymph, both around 23”. 

FR
EE 

DVFF COUPON FR
EE 

 

Exchange this COUPON at a DVFF 
Monthly (Tuesday) meeting and receive 
a DVFF window decal or membership 
patch. 
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Dave’s Tying Loft: Silver Hat Special
Blue Wing Olive (BWO) 

This issue we will concentrate on a fly that I learned 
from a friend, Mr. Allen Slattery, who pulls this fly 
out any time he sees Blue Winged Olives. He also 
uses this as a searching fly when things are slow 
(sound like Putah Creek to you?). This fly is very 
similar to a Rene’ Harrop transitional dun and can be 
fished either as a nymph or in the surface film as an 
emerger. When fished as an emerger, the wing will 
be tied with CDC and left long to enable floating in 
the surface film. This fly should be tied in both light 
and dark olive as you may see some variation on the 
stream. I will occasionally fish both an emerger and a 
nymph (use a size 14 for the emerger, add 18 inches 
of 5x to 6x tippet and put a size 18 nymph on) as an 
extremely effective combination.

Special tying note: Leave barb on hook so you get the proper 
sense of proportions, pinch barb off only after you have tied 
whole fly!

Hook: 	� Nymph 1XL 1XH, size 14/16/18 (TMC 3761 
preferred), Emerger dry fly hook standard 1xL.

Thread:	Uni 8/0 in Olive (Olive Dun for darker version)

Tail:	� 5-9 barbules of Fluorescent Yellow (or Flouro 
Green) wet hackle fibers 

Body:	� BWO Superfine Dubbing (use light olive for 
the lighter version)

Wing:	� Silver Antron (or Zelon or standard carpet 
yarns) - The Emerger has a longer wing of 
Iron Blue Dun CDC or Medium Dun CDC (trim 
emerger wing so it goes to the middle of the 
tail, that way the CDC will hang on the surface 
and the body tail will be subsurface).

Step 1: Start thread at one third point (from hook eye) 
and tie in tight wraps to the point of hook. Tie in the tail 
material on top of the hook at 45 degrees to the shank 
of hook with two wraps of thread, then straighten tail 
fiber out towards back of hook and holding up slightly 
while you tie it down to the barb of the hook. Once 
at the barb with the thread make two more wraps of 
thread to the back of the hook and one wrap of thread 
under the tail and continue forward with two wraps of 
thread and stop. See photo 1 to check your results. 

Step 2:	Take a small amount of Superfine dubbing and 
dub a thin but tapered body filling two thirds of the 
hook shank from the tail set position moving forward to 
the eye. The body should appear only slightly larger 
towards the eye of the hook. Make sure you leave that 
one third of shank by the eye open as that will be filled 
with the wing material and a rounded head.  
See photo 2 to check your results.

Step 3: Take a small amount of silver antron yarn 
(about 1/2 of what comes off the spool of antron) 
and drape it over the thread, then grabbing the two 
sections with your thumb and index finger, slide it down 
the thread to the top of the hook and tie in with 5-6 
wraps of thread tying towards the tail. Make one wrap 
of thread under the wing (but on top of the hook shank) 
to force the wing to stand up just a little.See photo 3 to 
check your work.

Step 4: Trim the wing material to shape with two cuts 
of the material. For the first cut, hold the wing material 
above the hook and at a 45 degree angle to the hook 
shank, making a straight cut as shown in photo 4 (the 
straight line in the photo). Once done with first cut, 
make a second free hand (do not hold onto the wing 
materials this time) curved cut as shown in photo by 
the curved line. See photo 4 for the cuts to be made. 

Step 5: Form a nice rounded head with the thread, 
whip finish, cut off thread and put on head cement. See 
photo 5 for the finished fly. 

Tying note regarding Emerger: When tying in wing 
for emerger, gather two CDC feathers with the curved 
part of the feather towards each other and tie in on top 
of hook shank. You should also take the one wrap of 
thread under the wing but above the shank (as above 
in step 3) to make the CDC wing stand up a little (you 
do NOT want it flat against the body). Be very careful 
not to get any head cement on the CDC fibers as this 
will surely destroy the fly! See photo 6.

Photo 1	 Photo 2

Photo 3	 Photo 4

Photo 5 - Nymph	 Photo 6 - Emerger
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ATTENTION NOVICE FLY FISHERS 
 
DATE:    Saturday, April 28, 2012 
 
TIME:     8:00 AM  to  5:00 PM 
 
PLACE:  Heather Farm Community Center 
                 301 N. San Carlos Dr.,  Walnut Creek 
 
COST:    Club Members:  $ 45.00 
                 Non-Members:  $ 90.00    
                  (fee includes lunch, handouts and 
                   membership for non-members) 

NOVICE FLY FISHING  
       SEMINAR 
            2012 

We have expanded our capacity for this seminar to handle all 
those who are interested.  To reserve your spot in the class, send 
in your registration fee as explained below.  Non-members must 
become club members in order to attend (included in fees shown 
above).  Remember, family members (spouses and children un-
der 21) are covered under one primary membership. 
 
REGISTRATION:  Enroll by sending a check, made payable to 
DVFF, to Willy’s home address shown below.  Please include 
your name, mailing address, email address, & home phone num-
ber with your check.  Non-members should also include their 
completed membership application down loaded from the DVFF 
website www.diablovalleyflyfish.org 
Cancellations after April 1, 2012 will not be refunded. 
 
INSTRUCTOR:       Willy George 
   FFF Certified Casting Instructor 
   87 Danbury Court 
   Alamo, CA  94507 
   (925)  943-2211 Home 
PURPOSE:  To satisfy the needs of those 
club members who have yet to be adequately 
exposed to the basic knowledge and skills of 
fly fishing. This includes all members of the 
family—spouse and children (15 years and 
older). 
 
OBJECTIVE:  To provide the beginner 
with enough information including knowl-
edge of equipment, casting, basic entomol-
ogy, fly selection, knots, and reading water 
for their initial experience with the sport. 

BENEFITS TO THE NOVICE:  The beginner 
should leave this seminar with a wealth of “how to” 
information coupled with, hopefully, accomplished 
basic casting techniques from which to further build 
his or her fly fishing skills and knowledge. 
 
WHAT TO BRING:  Rod, reel, line and whatever 
leader set up you might already have attached. For 
those of you that do not have equipment, wait until 
after the class to make a purchase. We have loaner 
rods available, but please arrange for this gear at the 
time you register for the class. 
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WINDKNOTS DEADLINE
Items for the Windknots must be 
received by the Friday following the 
Board Meeting to be included in the 
next newsletter. Send to:

Ivan Lee, editor: 925-680-0139
ivan@leeadvertising.com
© 2011, Diablo Valley Fly Fishermen, All rights reserved.

MEMBER’S ADS

FOR SALE — Boat
Valco 12’ Aluminum Flat Bottom 
boat. 15 hp Motor, Fish finder.

33 lb. thrust, foot-operated troll-
ing motor. Pedestal seats, indoor/
outdoor carpeting. Built in cooler, 
extra storage. Asking $1500. 

Steve Hess 925-691-5617
hessfamA@sbcglobal.net

FOR SALE — Youth Gear
Cabela’s size 4 uninsulated waders 
(inseam 20-23”, chest 31-34”): $30

Cabela’s size 4 3.5mm neoprene 
waders (inseam 21-24”, chest 29-
33”): $40 

Jim Clark, 925-945-7076
jim@theclarkranch.com

FOR SALE — Shotgun
Remington Model 870 12 gauge 
pump shotgun with ventilated rib & 
Polychoke. Price includes $35 CA 
transfer fee. $135..

Warren Stenstrom 925-672-2196 
wstenstrom@astound.net

FOR SALE — Boat
10ft fiberglass tri hull pram by Ke-
aton: excellent condition, carpeted, 
quick release anchor systems fore & 
aft, 6ft sawyer oars, bench seating 
w storage, very stable...no rocking 
when standing & casting. $995 

Bob Algieri 925-866-2161

Diablo Valley Fly Fishermen
Post Office Box 4988
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Address Correction Requested

Affiliations

Opinions expressed in the Windknots are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the opinions of 
DVFF or its official representatives. Windknots is published monthly by the Diablo Valley Fly Fishermen, a non-profit 
corporation open to all persons interested in fly fishing, conservation and education. Windknots is available on the 
DVFF website or delivered free to members. Permission is granted for parts of this newsletter to be reproduced. 
Credit should be given to the author and the Diablo Valley Fly Fishermen.

FOR RENT - Northstar Home
4 bedrooms, 2 bath, plus loft - 
sleeps 8 - deck on three sides, gas 
BBQ - furnished -Access to skiing, 
pool, sauna, Truckee River, golf, 
hiking, tennis, biking, etc., yr round 
access - Avail. during holidays.

Jan 510-207-5868

FOR RENT - Vacation Home in 
McCloud, Siskiyou Co.
TOAD HOLLOW is a 4 bedroom, 
2 bath home in historic McCloud, 
minutes from the McCloud River 
and Upper Sac fishing grounds. 
Visit www.toadhollowrental.com

Lindy (925) 287-8009
reservations@toadhollowrental.com

DUCK FEATHERS, WILL TRADE
Mallard, sprig, teal gadwall, Wid-
geon, Spoonbill, Snow and Speckle 
goose feathers (a few wood duck). 
Will trade for some flies.
Tom Morehouse 925-254-7213 
TMorehouse@gmail.com

FOR SALE - Simms Waders
Simms G3 Guide Stockingfoot Wad-
ers, Size L (9-11 foot) New $300

Delores Palmquist 925-938-8266 
dr.palmquist@comcast.net

Mystery Lines? Weigh 
unmarked fly lines at 
this months meeting.

Do you have unmarked fly lines 
or shooting heads and don't know 
how much they weigh or what 
line size they are? I will bring an 
accurate digital scale that reads 
in "grains" to the January 10th 
DVFF Club meeting to weigh your 
"mystery" lines. I'll have my new 
scale, a tape measure, an ASTM 
line weight chart, and labels so 
that you can once again organize 
your lines. The "line weighing 
station" will be set up at 6:30 p.m. 
that evening so come early and be 
sure to make a note to bring your 
lines to the next Club meeting.

Willy George, Certifed FFF 
Casting Instructor


